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February 1, 2018

Skyview Happenings

1 Digital FM Radio

For those of you who like to operate in contests, and those of you who maybe neﬁ/er

have but would like to observe and/or participate, Skyview participates in a lot of the
1  The Problem With QRP

major contest events. Many of them are entered as rastiition, multioperator which

allows a lot of people to participate. Listen to the announcements of upcoming eyehts Skyview Members

on Thursday evening net on the 164.64 repeater. Or follow the K3MJW Yahoo Groupwhich Digital Mode

The Skyview station is not a sugstation, but we like to go up against the big boys any-

way. Sometimes our little station will outpace the big boys if we move faster.

Space Weather

Using WSPR
1  First Net News
1  Builéln Sound Cards

1 AndMuchMore......

Sunspots?

L R2y QG |y
stinking Sunspots.

(p))
(0p))
T

| have 40 meters
and 80 Meters.

Inside this issue:

Major improvements have been made to the repeater shed to weatherproof it anfl f,yremitor 3

insure the stability of the structure See the pictures inside of this issue.
ARES/RACE&HORT 4

¢KAa O2YAy3 {dzZY¥YSNR& YI22NJ LINE2SOG oAt f 0S5 G2 ASa |
air.  So, for those of you who like to get out and get some fresh air, there will be fome

GKAy3a (2 R2 G2 3SO 0GKI G dzajushsyiaivaip whéndvell Fathkdirvstack 5 2 WO UG 4 |
things are happening up at the joint. Participating in work parties is a real good Way tq. . o
get to know some of the other members better.

11

SKYVIEWSECRETARNTRO 14
Our club has a lot of members now. But there is always room for more. Talk it hp on

. L . . REPEATEBHEDIMPROVEMENTS 21
the air, and invite others to come up and visit us on a Tuesday night. More than |likely
visitors would enjoy a visiting on a social night more than on a business meeting jnighivevsers 28

But, either will work.
Kul-LINKS 29

https://www.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSociety http://www.skyviewradio.net



Q5ed The Official Newsletter of the Skyview Radio Society

The Skyview Radio Society Clubhouse

Something is going on at O0the jointd each and

See the general schedule of Tuesday events on the Skyview WebhRagévww.skyviewradio.net

For the latest upo-date plan, check the Yahoo Reflectdnttps://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/K3MJIW
(You must be logged into your personal Yahoo Account to get into the Skyview Yahoo Reflector)

Directions are onhttp://www.skyviewradio.net Guests are always welcome !!

https://www.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSociety 2 http://www.skyviewradio.net
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From the Editor

I hope that you enjoy this issue.

Jodyt K3JZD

What you me:

OH NO, NOT AGAIN : -(

High-speed internet over power lines?
Dec. 13, 2017 Bywoel Minkoff Seeking Alpha News Editor

Marking its latest push to offer faster broadband service, AT&T (WW&ESstartedtrials in Georgia and a ndd.S.
location to deliver higispeed internet faster than the 1 gigabit per secordver power lines.

"Potentially, it can be a really big deal,” said Roger Entner, an analyst at Recon Analytics. "You need the power com-
pany to play ball with you. That's the downside."

https://www.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSociety 3 http://www.skyviewradio.net
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ARES/RACES Report

de Rich - WQ3Q

In continuation of my presentation of
both CoCoRahs and SKYWARN. T

SPOTTERS program which is another
the internet and radiebased options

SKYWARN for us hams to participate in as well

WEATHER.Gov- With a little help from the NWS website
here are some details.

What is SKYWARN?

The National Weather Service (NWS) established S
WARN® with partner organizations as a volunteer pi
gram with between 350,000 and 400,000 trained seve
weather spotters. These volunteers help keep their log
communities safe by providing timely and accurate r
ports of severe weather to the National Weather Se
vice. Some of the aspects of reporting are closely link
to any report you would make if you participate in thg
CoCoRaHS program

Although SKYWARN® spotters provide essential inforf
tion for all types of weather hazards, the main respong
bility of a SKYWARN® spotter is to identify and descr
severe local storms. In an average year, the Unit
States experiences more than 10,000 severe thunds
storms, 5,000 floods and more than 1,000 tornadoes.

Who can participate?

NWS encourages anyone with an interest in public ser-
vice to join the SKYWARN® program. Volunteers include
police and fire personnel, dispatchers, EMS workers,
public utility workers and other concerned private citi-
zens. Individuals affiliated with hospitals, schools,
churches and nursing homes or who have a responsibil-
ity for protecting others are also encouraged to become
a spotter. You need to attend a otiene training ses-
sion. Some of us here at Skyview have done so and
found the time informative and interesting.

his

article will cover the SKYWARN STORM

SKYWARN Spotter Training is free and typically lasts
about 2 hours. You'll learn:

of

Basics of thunderstorm development
Fundamentals of storm structure

Identifying potential severe weather features
Information to report

How to report information
KY- P

0-
re

al
L. The next basic training in our area will be on Mar 7,

r- 2018, at 6:30 PM at the Lenape Technical School Library,
egi HMp /[ KFELXAY ! gS®ZC2NR
5 and do what we can to help our community.

Basic severe weather safety.

You need to praegister by going to the website
https://www.weather.gov/pbz/skywarn

ma-

ji' What will our volunteer observers be doing?

I:;leAs trained observers you will provide a report of sight-
er_ings or measurments at your QTH of things like:
Snow accumulation amounts

Freezing rain observation

Thunder snow

https://www.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSociety

http://www.skyviewradio.net
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Wind speeds

Something to Look Forward To?

Rainfall

Funnel clouds or Tornados
Halil

Flooding

., 2dzQf f
the NWS.

SI Ny dzy RS N& i

Who uses SKYWARN?

the information provided by SKYWARN® spotters, ¢

pled with Doppler radar technology, improved satellite
and other data, has enabled NWS to issue more time
and accurate warnings for tornadoes, severe thunde
storms and flash floods. SKYWARN® storm spotters

citizens who form the nation's first line of defens

against severe weather. There can be no finer rewa
than to know that their efforts have given communitieg
the precious gift of timeseconds and minutes that can
help save lives.

How can you sign up?

You need to preegister by going to the website
https://www.weather.gov/pbz/skywarn

73,
Rich WQ3Q

Skyview VE Sessions

Dateline 16DEC17

re

Norway Becomes First Country To Switch Off FM Radio

Posted on SlashDot.com by BeauHD on Friday Decem-

ber 15, 2017 @03:40PM from the fist-its-kind dept
2t 23

yﬁ\ anonyr%ous reaﬁer qugtes a repoé fsom The Eocal

Norway:

Norway on Wednesday completéd transitionto digi-

tal radio,becoming the first country in the world to

shut down national broadcasts of its FM radio network
despite some grumblings. As scheduled, the country's
most northern regions and the Svalbard archipelago in
the Arctic switched to Digital Audio Broadcasting (DAB)
in the late morning, said Digitalradio Norge (DRN) which
groups Norway's public and commercial radio. The tran-
sition, which began on January 11th, allows for better
sound quality, a greater number of channels and more
functions, all at a cost eight times lower than FM radio,
according to authorities.

The move has however been met with some criticism
linked to technical incidents and claims that there is not
sufficient DAB coverage across the country. In addition,
radio users have complained about the cost of having
to buy new receivers or adapters, usually priced around
100 to 200 euros. Currently, fewer than half of motor-
ists (49 percent) are able to listen to DAB in their cars,
according to DRN figures. According to a study cited by
local media, the share of Norwegians who listen to the
radio on a daily basis has dropped by 10 percent in one
year, and public broadcaster NRK has lost 21 percent of
its audience.

After another pleasing VE Session at Skyview, a feyv
new Techs, a new General and an Extra (did all 3 tq
day),

The Skyview Radio SocietyE Team for the 2017 cal-
endar year has helped 30 licensees to become new of
upgraded Amateur Radio Operator8lany thanks to
all who volunteer, support and elmer in this hobby.

de Bob- AG3U

Ham Radio Is a
Contact Sport

https://www.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSociety 5
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Space Weather News for Dec. 15, 2017

http://spaceweather.com The rise and fall of the sun's luminosity is a natural
https://www.facebook.com/spaceweatherdotcom part of the solar cycle. A change of 0.1% may not
sound like much, but the sun depos#tdot of energy
THE SUN IS DIMMINToday at the Cape Canaveral Air|f  on the Earth, approximately 1,361 watts per square
Force Station in Florida, SpaceX launched a new senspr meter. Summed over the globe, a 0.1% variation in

to the International Space Station named "F8&ISts this quantity exceeds all of our planet's other energy
mission: to measure the dimming of the sun. As the sun- sources (such as natural radioactivity in Earth's core)
spot cycle plunges toward its 4kar minimum, NASA combined. A 2013 report issued by the National Re-
satellites are tracking a slight but significant decline in search Council (NRCTHe Effects of Solar Variability
total solar irradiance (TSI). TSI&ill monitor this dim- on Earth's Climatg spells out some of the ways the
ming with better precision than previous satellites as cyclic change in TSI can affect the chemistry of Earth's
Solar Minimum approaches in the years ahead. Visittof upper atmosphere and possibly alter regional

day's edition ofSpaceweather.corto learn more about weather patterns, especially in the Pacific.
TSISL and natural variations in the sun's electromag-
netic output.

NASA's current flagship satellite for measuring TSI,
the Solar Radiation and Climate Experiment (SORCE),
is now more than six

Total Solar Irradiance (1978 - present) years beyond its
L B [T \,uwu e prime-mission life-
1363 1 ; here 1 time. TSISLwill take
i K . & ] over for SORCE, ex-
o~ 1362} ~1  tending the record of
E : 1 TSI measurements
= 1361 - with unprecedented
= i precision. It's fiveyear
& 1360 ~ mission will overlap a
8 ] ] deep Solar Minimum
1359 |- % 1 expected in 2019
1358 F ; 1 2020. TSKS will

therefore be able to
observe the continued
decline in the sun's
luminosity followed by
a rebound as the next
solar cycle picks up
steam. Installing and
checking out TSIS
will take some time;
the first science data
are expected in Feb.
2018. Stay tuned.

Sunspot Number (V2)

https://www.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSociety 6 http://www.skyviewradio.net
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Looking For a Winter Pr

oject de Chuck- K3CLT

I was on a net the other day and one of the topics thalt

came up had to do with Electro Magnetic Pulses (EMH
9atQa | 02YS FTNRY Ylyé RA
one we are concerned with at this time is the one that we
may encounter during a Nuclear Attack. What brought u
this topic are the actions of North Korea.

So | thought | would do a little research to see what | coul
learn about how to protect your equipment during an at-
tack if it should one come. The subject is as broad and it
long and there are many different theories on what is thg
best protection for our electronics.

Trying to keep this simple is probably the best way to af
proach this. We have to try and determine what service
gAff 0SS 2LISNIGAY3 YR gKI
radio communications will be working unless they are prg
tected. Cell phones, the internet, ham radio as we know i
TV, radio stations, who know. This will help us determin
what we may want to secure before an attack. It is impor
tant to remember that as with all major incidents most of
the government services will be limited and very busy. No
mal means of communications will probably not working
Hope for the best and plan for the worst.

There are many theories on how to secure and protect yol
gear. The one that seemed the easiest was to use a me
trash can with a secure lid. Before placing anything in th
can it is necessary to line the can with some type of insul
tor. A simple layer of cardboard around the sides and bo
tom will do it. You want to protect from the can coming in
contact with any of the items you place in it.

You can use any kind of container but remember that it hg

to be lined with some screening material or be made of .

metal to block the signals, and must have an isolation matg
rial to protect your items from touching the outer shell.

Now what to put in the can:

1 A spare cell phone. The 911 function should work if theg
cell sites are on line.

1 A Spare HT or 2. | would suggest not using GMRS fre-
guencies, but maybe some ham frequencies that are

not commonly used. Antennas and batteries can be

stored outside of the can but need checked on a
). regular basis.

T § SAPafdidualhardzMiioiidou Raddoned KS Yt

h
S A spare scanner

=

Spare chargers
Spare batteries.

= 4 -

A good thing to have is a Solar battery charger.
Look at Amazon :
ECONORTHY

ECOWORTHY 12 Volts 5 Watts Portable Power
Solar Panel Battery Charger Backup for Car Boat
Batteries $19.99

R Ié{p'%é or é\ﬁevcgrﬁpﬂ)ter, lhavd all faﬁ{ilg ﬁ,]lforr‘ﬁadZN‘I::

tion and contacts, phone numbers, meds, frequencies
for local and state government, and anything else you
R2y Qi gl yld (G2 F2NESOO®

Anything else small that you can thing of that you may
need that is vulnerable to EMP.

S

[2)

All of the items that you place in the can need to be
protected. | suggest wrapping each item with a layer of
bubble wrap then a layer of heavy aluminum foil
wrapped completely. A second layer of bubble wrap is
needed to protect the item from contacting the side of

€ the container.
h

=

al

__ This should give you ample protection from EMP dam-
age.

You can do all the other prepper stuff as you seem as
necessary. (Spare water and food, First aid kits).
2dzN) OSKAOf Sa LINRol ot @
L vices that have chips in them will not function.

S

G2y

We know this all seems to be extreme but with North
Korea anything is possible.

Chuck- K3CLT

https://www.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSociety

http://www.skyviewradio.net
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The Problem With QRP

de Rick- KB2NAT

OEDc If you are not familiar with it, the Elecraft KX3 is a com-
pact and very portable QRP transceiver. Since | now own a
KX3, I monitor the Yahoo KX3 Group. | found this submissio
GKSNBE® 2 AGK wA Ofpfiniing itdedy A 4 a A

Just some thoughts on QRP find that the biggest problem
with operating on QRP has not been-&8 operating over my
signal, whizangs playing music and screaming on 7.2 MHz
some guy with 2500 watts and a directional curtain array
aimed this way from somewhere that Spanish is spoken. It's
not even band conditions or QRM, although QRM in our con
is consistently awful. It always seems to be the often
inadequate antennas I've gotten used to using (and getting
away with when | had more power).

This is annoying. I've been required to learn more about an-
tennas, best times to operate, best frequencies and to be

more patient. | actually improved my CW skills, although | sti
favor SSB. It's also required me to learn how to make my ow
ununs, coils (150 mh, anyone?) and actually use many of thg
spare antenna parts, hardware and nimehaveon-hand
items I've found in garage sales that | told myself that | would
someday use (but hadn't).

I have walked to places (like our local gazebo in a field) to te
antennas. Guys have actually responded to my 15 watts

that there is more to the ham radio process than the number
of contacts, watts, transceivers (“Let me tell you how much
P I've spent...") and learning buawords like. "Fine business!”
2 Yheck, Fdor't ¥venNdow what that means). Perhaps my wife
gets tired of hearing that | talked with someone from Ger-
many with 10 watts.

pr

There is also an appreciation for those who answered my
questions, dug my CQ's from the muck, and were unknowingly

o encouraging by their posts. Special thanks to an engineer at
Elecraft who spent (some of his spare) time helping to allevi-
ate my concerns about my KX3 learning curve.

| wonder if simple QRP accesses more of the original ham con-
cept than simple behinthe-desk operation and owning your
own ham equipment warehouse? | may add some pewer

might even go up to 50 wattut | think QRP has added

N greatly to my life. It could be an addition to some ham's

' bucket list that they never even realized was there.

|
Rick Fineout

KB2NAT

st

whether it was from a mag loop, simple wire and counterpoig
or a vertical with a tuning coil made from a slinky. | talked to
guy somewhere in Colorado from North Carolina and discov
ered | had only been using 5 watts. I'm sure | couldn't have
made that contact if | had known | wasn't putting out a full
15.1f a power failure hits, | now can actually use a 22ah deeq
cycle battery (plus solar panel) to still get on the air.

In a nutshell, I've learned a lot | likely wouldn't have. | also
now have a receiver that receives as good as (I think) anythi
on the market. The KX3 is my only receitesw unhamlike! |
don't have a huge book full of contacts, but | also have a life
outside of ham radio. But I'm going to get on 160 meters with
a whip and a coil when spring comes.

| think my ham radio life has expanded because of QRP. | dd
think QRP is necessarily for everyone (nor, likely, is ham rad
but it seems to both spur growth and the fun factor. | think

D

Newsletter Fillers ??

While | will put some stuff in here that | have found in
Fy20KSN) Of dzo Qa ySgafSiidSNI 2
prefer to put your stuff in here instead.

| am always happy to get articles which discuss you opin-
ion on some new radio, antenna, or other ham gear that
"9you have purchased. |am not looking for QST type
technical dissertations am looking for operating ex-
LISNASyOSa gAGK AGO 2 Kl GQa
not so great?

| am always happy to get your pictures: Shacks, radios,
n‘tmobile setups, antennas, customizations, etc.

IO)Lots of new folks will benefit from you sharing your ex-
periences.

https://www.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSociety

http://www.skyviewradio.net
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Show Me Yours and | ol | Show

The Featured Hamshack for this issue belongs to: ??

Something different for this issue
A Hamshack from days gone by

Normal . . .

https://www.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSociety 9 http://www.skyviewradio.net
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Choosing a HF Starter Radio

de Jody - K3JZD

Upon obtaining a General or higher Class Licen
choosing a HF (High Frequency) Radio is often a da

ing task. There are a number of popular brands. Somell NI y & YA (i G S N&

imported, some made in the USA. Brands are like rel
ions to some folks. Those folks have their favori
ONI YR YR y2 2GKSNa Ol Yy
¢ | consider them all. | have one or more lcom radig
Kenwood radios, Yaesu radios, TenTec radios, and

craft radios. The only major brand | have never owngd

is Alinco, and that is for no particular reason other thg
their not having a radio that was exactly what | wa
looking for at the time.

If you ask 20 people what radio to get, you will mo
likely get 20 answers. What follows is just my opinio
And opinions are like _ _ _holes; everybody has one.
| do not want you other 19 people to challenge m
opinions on his subject (unless of course you want
write your own article on this subject and submit it tq
me for publicationg | would welcome that).

It has become more difficult. Years ago, seems ma@st

SOSNE2YS adGFINLSR 2dzi 6A
were a lot of simple, rugged tube type radios availab
for sale at most every hamfest. There was not mu
differentiation between the radios then, and it wag
pretty hard to break them. So, buying a used radio at
hamfest was actually pretty low risk. You could get ¢
the air and make contacts. You could then hear wh
various other radios sounded like on the air and g
opinions from the various folks that you talked to. Ovg
time, you developed a feel for what your next radi
should be.

seof dollars to radios thousands of dollars provides mostly

intg KI G L gAff Ol f ¢ YO2y BSYAS)H

Ay (G2RI&Qa NIR

g-you get for hundreds of dollars are 100 watts. The radios

e you get for thousands of dollars are 100 watts. Either al-
IOv2 YOULib deBoh the &rvandyhrike contdctsiiFeems lik® I

s, & @2dz 32 dz2LJ AYy LINAOS &2dz ¢
FleF S G dzNBaQo
L ¢KS Nry3sS 2F wO2y@SyisSyos

wide. In my mind the most valuable features are in the
area of receiver filtering and noise control. For me, being
able to filter out adjacent interference and being able to
5t reduce background noise so that | can copy a weak signals
n. trumps having 1000 memories that | can use to quickly
Sojump to any one of those 1000 frequencies. Built in auto-
y matic transmatches (usually called attmers today) are
to convenient, although there are inexpensive external
auto-tuners available. Features like dual VFOs are pretty
common now and allow split operation, which is needed
G2 OKIFasS 5-o .dzi LQY y2i
and dual transmitters that | see in a lot of the upper end
Kradlos dfétmaRvaitapid fo 'élﬁ{/&y‘hu{\lger%és cOhBst ¢
€ operators. Receiver displays have come a long way. Now
1 will they tell you more than you need to know. Band-
scopes or panadapters with waterfalls are nice whenever
ayou are looking for an open spot on a band. But just tun-

rl ing around with a knob will get you there also.
A

pt ¢ 2 R 8Qa TSI Gdz2NE NRAOK ONRI RO
r cate, and all of them have embedded computers in them.
b | believe that this is why we longer find very many used
radios at hamfests. These solid state radios are simply

S

az

Today, we have many more brands to choose from,
GKSNB INB YIyeé Y2RS5

a
¢tKSNBE Aa | (GNBYSyYyR2dz

K Afo_Ldf;lggk’ _ :
O2 §linsnfitbrWieh iRis ndt¥onnd el o & 568d aﬁ{eﬁn%, it NJ

dios- from a few hundred dollars to many thousands qf

nowhere as rugged as the old tube radios, which makes
OIb_pyi a used ong a higher risk deal. In spite of the SWR

featareshich b 1 Bievéht dénf}:\éfe Jold®

is still possible to damage the solid state transmitter com-

dollars. To some degree, the more expensive ones arbonents. And just about the whole radio is now at risk for

give you better reception in marginal conditions an

can provide you with some audio characteristics whi¢h
may help you get through in marginal conditions. Byt
for the most part, going from radios costing hundreds K24

static discharge damage. The risk to reward for buying a
used one at a hamfest is just not that good. While you are
' standing there looking at it, you have no way of knowing
YIyed 2F GKS W02y @SyAaSyc

https://lwww.facebook.com/SkyviewRadioSociety
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ONROdzGSR (G2 GKS NI RA2Qa
While the seller may assure you that there are no prop-

lems, the seller may have only used 20% of those fea-

tures. Another issue on the older solid state radios |is
obsolete components which can quickly render them

I woSe2yR 802y2YAOLf

LQY y20G aleé&Aay3da R2 yz2i4d S@
good way to get started. But keep in mind that all usgd
radios are sold ais. In spite of that, the seller generally
is looking for an amount that is closer to what he paid
for it rather than what an old electronic item made from
obsolete and unobtainable semiconductors is real
worth. So it is a matter of price and trust. For me, a used
radio needs to be offered at a pretty good discount tp
the cost of a new radio to get my attention. | like to buy
my used radios from a club member or local ham whom |
know and will see again whenever possible. | figure that

improves my odds of getting a good one. And, | am a lot

more comfortable buying a used radio with fewer feat
tures that one with a lot of features.

So, suppose you do not have a friend that you trust or
club member selling an ideal used radio at a great pri¢
whenever you are looking and you do no want to take
risk by buying a used radio online. (club members look-
ing to upgrade your radio: Advertise your used radigs
here !!) That kind of limits you to buying a new radio. Gp
to the DX Engineering catalog. There are a whole lot
choices. Where do you start? Well, for most of us cost i
a major factor. If cost is not a constraint for you, you
could jump to the top rung of one of the brands. But
you could end up with a radio that is so feature rich that
it is very difficult to figure out and operate. So, maybe
starting out with something simpler makes sense.

wlkiGKSNJ GKFy GNB G2 02 @SN
use Icom radios as an example. In the DX Engineer
Ordrt23 L aSS SA3aAKG LO2Y
the DXE web site, | see that four of them are over $200p.
For me, that puts them beyond my definition of &
Wadk NISNI N RA2Qd 2KI G Aa
the 1G718, 1G7200, 1€7100, and 1300 radios. So,
given these four choices, how would | go about deciding
on what is the best starter radio? Lets look at each d
them. (By the way, each of these radios require that you

n

=

S f @ la Sefairate ILINdC Gowver dupply].

f a§>p+re[5;i%ted }\ir!i/tially\.

The 1G718 is the most basic and most economical radio
in the Icom lineup. Looking at the specs, it is pretty well
equipped for a basic radio. | would not hesitate to rec-
q@:ﬁeng H“IS W%‘Zﬁl @s a starteAr radjo. It qas enough
WO2YyOBSYASYOS FSFudz2NBaQz 0
dza SR NI RA2® ¢KI G A
The 1G7200 is a lot like the K18, but adds some addi-
GA2yIE WO2y@SYyASyOS
more). Probably the biggest improvements are in the
enhanced receiver filtering and noise reduction area.
These features are quite valuable during the times that
the band is weak or very busy. There are also some
transmitter enhancements which would benefit both
{{. FTYR /2 2LISNIGA2YD L o
FSIGdz2NBaQ GKIF G -z260NR all uBeRIS R
operating features and that makes this a better starter
radio than the 1€718. | believe that additional cost
would be money well spent.

The 1€7100 adds some features which would make it
easier to add digital modes. And it adds VHF and UHF
bands. However, | personally do not care for the minia-
ture panel with just a few buttons. With this radio, you
would have to go through nested menus for many of
the things that are normally available from dedicated
buttons and knobs right on the front panel. | also think
that this radio is a bit over priced for the feature set
provided. And | would prefer to have a separate VHF
and/or UHF radio rather than have one box that does it
all. I would not recommend this one as a starter radio
for these reasons.

Theleronn A& I WwySs adetsa
Bl feieen.gits. siptg of the tyAlthpugh thete ape,

still a lot of buttons and knobs to work with, a lot of the

aeailisSYyod C2N) az2ysSz2ysS ySgs
FSIFOGAdNBAQ GKFEG GKAA NI RAZ

them over time. But Teatures like thé built antenna

tuner would be appreciated right away. The receiver is
quite sensitive and the filtering and noise reduction are
reported to be very good. The IC07300 is not at a pre-
mium price, but it is priced at a good step above the
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other three looked at here. Frailty of Consumer Ego
(or, what rig not to buy)

So, given these four Icom radios, my recommendatipn
FT2NJ | y S¢ wail NI STenoni thei 0 Etﬁﬁtﬁﬂfhﬂj Wrﬁte$ my'fbi@cs on HF Starter Radio, | found
7300. The 12300 is about 50% more than the-T200. this in the Wireless Association of South Hills WASHRAG. It
If you were able to rationalize spending that much morf, looked like a suitable second opinion . . .

and you were willing to deal with a little more of a learr
ing curve, and you bought the-IK300, then you would
have more features than you really need for a start
radio. But you would grow into it over time. If you
budget was more like the cost of the-T_Q00 and you
bought one of them, then you would get a radio whic
believe would have all of the features that you woul
need in a starter radio.

, Ash Payne KK4YWN

Charlotte, NC, November 30 th, 2017You probably
bought the wrong rig. You probably know this, but since

| you'd asked around for advice and followed your gut
instinct [to follow the herd], you feel you did the proper
research and there is simply no way you could have
made a mistake.

So, to sum it up, while | am not saying never buy a uged

radio, | have pointed out some of the things to considgy. Cognitive dissonance being what it is, you later run

L 18 GkAaa €221 FG Wo KL acrksE andrdedet forgndzhréad, podtlor bbod iy vhich: &
dz2SR NI RA2 yR KIFIR (2 0d someopeSidimsNd hRvk dd faul i thl sémedatlio T 2 C
Ay3a 2y 2dzaid 2yS oNIyRQa | 2FunéNtn/ Ehé blabsheini &mdot bekaioyied. irdE A Y
include every brand. | tried to keep it more about the entangle the foul poster in a series of poedgsigned

rationale than the brand, and | covered some of the gep- logic traps that are meant to help you insulate your ego

eral things to consider. The other brands that | did npt from the fact that you bought the wrong rig, while giving
cover most likely have similar lineups with one or moje you the pleasurable experience of righteous indignation.
reasonably featured, reasonably priced radios that afe Its always fun to blame someone else and punish them
OSNE adzA Gl 6tS FT2NJ dzaS | g for befcOnveNiBniyNiaildleREvén @dPits fiokiRthd I N
Take advantage of the reviews on eHam.net Also, kgepspirit of Ham Radio. You wont be able demonstrate your

in mind that most of the brands will offer rebates anji apocalyptic skills if nobody wants to hang out with you.
discounts at various times throughout the year. But fi
out why if it an extremely large rebate or discount is b§- This scenario plays out daily on the Internet. So lets con-
ing offered. sider a fix:

Jody-K3JZD | Assume everyone around you is-sigipid and make a
mental note that anyone offering an unsolicited opinion
is probably not even a real human being. They're proba-
Anyone else have some advice on choosing a HF startpr bly an advertising bot written by Google, meant to-net
radio that they would like to publish?? stalk you and generate unsolicited opinions in an effort
to sell you something.

Identify your price. No wiggleoom here. If you have $3
don't even consider a $3.25 rig. Doing this removes the
"the wifes gonna pass a stone!" anguish that goes with
buying the wrong rig. Set your maximum price and stop
thinking about it. Too many variables ALWAYS lead to
buying the wrong rig
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Q5ed The Official Newsletter of the Skyview Radio Society

.Identify your desired usage. If you want everything in
one box: congratulations on your colossal mistake. Hov
can | say this? Because | want more radios. You want
more radios. Everyone wants more radios. Eliminate
the trade-up/trade-out anguish oncendfor all: KNOW
that you will be buying more radios. Pick something
that works for the things you know you want to do to-
day.

Go outside. Look around. Do you have the space for a
160m doublet? Can you erect a 2m array of 17dbi (or
better)? How much is a radial field truly going to cost
you? Lets be realistic about antennas: compromise an-
tennas suck. Don't wait until license renewal to finally
realize that a good antenna system should always take
priority. There is nothing wrong with a nightly sked
with Bubby Mcsplatterson over in Pokepossum county,
but there is nothing more satisfying that bustipg olde
pileupand suddenly realizing your amp is still in
standby. Antenna first, always.

Forget brand loyalty. We are all appliance operators
and as long as we are willing to be loyal to brands we
will always be locked into featurgets that promote
continued investment into a single brand. Look at the
offerings of the major manufacturers. Notice the trend:
Once you drink the koolaide, you must continue to
drink the koolaide to unlock new features. Do you like
being told what to do? Because this is how you get told
what to do: marry a brand and stick with it through
sickness and health.

If you've settled on a few radios that suit your budget,

download and read the manuals. Whats missing? Make

sure the functionality of the radio matches your expec-
tations. The manufacturer may have omitted a feature
that is required by some other part of your station. Can
you live without some features? You may be able to
stretch your budget if you know you're never going to
need an internal antenna switch. However, there is no
point in stretching your budget to get a radio that does
vhf/luhf CW/SSB if you're not in a position to put up a
high-gain array. Pocket the difference in price, oh wise
consumer.

Skim reviews. Do not take them seriously. Ignore com-
ments like "hands down the best/worst". Ignore com-
ments that mention hardware failures but are ex-

tremely vague about the conditions surrounding the
failure (these people spill bourbon in their radios and

go around to forums/reviewsites claiming their radio
2dzal odzNBUG Ayid2 FtlYSa o0dz
honor the warranty because they are evil and out to get
us all). Treat reviews like logi@ps because that is

what they are.

The buyer bought the wrong radio and is never going to
let you know they made a mistake. They're smart con-
sumers. They have all the answers.

52yUi o6dz2 FyedKAy3ad &2dz | NB)
the point of handing your money over to someone and
getting nothing useful in return? Earn General Class

first. Then buy a radio. If something happens before

you pass the test your widow and 10 children wont be
forced to sell the radio at some absurdly low price so

they can buy oatmeal and thin it out with sawdust.

Good luck getting the right rig foéoday.

Post script

If you run across a thread in which some zedder is poo
pooing the same radio you bought, don't get angry.
Show some empathy for the poor slob. He bought the
wrong rig and now he's stuck with it. He should be
happy he passed General before being struck by light-
ning because while he's bellyaching, his widow and chil-
dren aren't eating sawdust.
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Meet Our New Skyview Secretary

a4 @2dz2NJ ySg Ofdzo { SONBGI
radio autobiography as an introduction. My earliest recg
lection hearing about ham radio was a 1950s TV sh
called Waterfront.
Los Angeles harbor. His son was a police detective,
they were always involved in some kind of intrigue. In of
episode, the detective son overheard a distress call on
ham radio set. With that information he and his fathg
were able to both save the people in distress and catch t
bad guys.

| really got a start in ham radio the way many of us did|in

the 50s and 60s. We had an old floor model AM rad
which was relegated to the basement when we bought
TV. That old Philco radio covered the AM broadcast bd
FYR 2y dzLJ G2 |62dzi my YS3

NBEwho would{aénginiztariktie ndvi€eRestd Wheii Shuck &

I- thought my code was good enough, we went over
pwl dz01 Q& K2dzaS F2NJ 6KS O2RS

It was about a tugboat captain on thie a little practice run first to get used to his sending be-

andore taking the test. He sent some code for me to
ne copy. After looking at what | wrote, he congratulated
nisme for passing the 5 WPM code test, and there would
roS y2 aa2FFAOALIEE GSado ¢ K
helate August and Huck administered it to me. He
looked over the answer sheet and said it looked like |
passed. Now came the wait for that license to arrive in
N the mail. It finally arrived in early October. | was now

io a ham with the call WN3EPH.
a

ndwWhile waiting for my license to arrive, | built up my
I P2 OL Q8 da bk SA RK RY Q156 keCelbigh & & &

those Megahertz things in those days!) The dial had m
ings for the various shortwave broadcast bands, poli
bands and something called Amateur Radio. Of cours

went right to the Police bands looking for the action therg.

By the then, the police had moved to the commercial F
bands, so there were no cops to hear. | could usually
Radio Moscow, the BBC and Voice of America on
AK2NI gl @S ol yRaz odzi GKI
to find the 75 and 40 meter ham bands. There were re

lar sounding people talking about all kinds of things thers.

That Philco prompted me to save up lawn mowing mon
to get my first real shortwave receiver, a Lafayette 289.

Handbook. | was interested in getting a ham license,
RARY QU (y26 lyez2yS gK2
| found out that the kid who delivered the newspaper to
friend from Boy Scouts was a ham. That was Ch
WA3CEJ. We soon became best friends. Chuck had w
thought was a dream station; a National 485 ham band

receiver and a Heathkit DX00A transmitter.

Chuck helped me learn CW with some Ameco code pr
tice records, and | was studying license manuals. In
summer of 1965 Chuck found a local ham, Huck WA3

rk-on loan and an Eico 720 CW only transmitter. (Chuck
e had upgraded to a Swan 350 SSB transceiver.)

e
he,

u-

v

l {w'«: (J’

:‘;"' ”".,u‘

| put up a 40/15 meter dipole on the roof and got on
ckthe air and made a number of contacts. Once | got my
afitense, | joined the GRC (Germantown Radio Club).
was born and raised in Philadelphia, and the GRC was
an all teenage radio club in the city. That was a great
and life changing experience. The GRC is a story in
Citselfl One thing the GRC had was an equipment loan
hgprogram. | took advantage of that and borrowed a
NS GKIAG aes28NES I W YSGS
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time, novices had voice privileges on 2 meters. Well, th
difficult CW stuff sort of went out the window, because
could talk to all my GRC buddies on 2 meters.

lots of fun, and the next summer came and went and| |

KIRyQl addzRASR F2NJ+ fAOS
n October 1966, my 1 year neanewable Novice license
expired, and | was off the air! | knuckled down and beg

studying for a General class license. | regularly listened

| was hayi

atcense. Then | took the Advanced written test and
| passed, which brought me up to Advanced class.

|n% few years after that, we moved from Eastern PA to
% g g,sb%gbﬂll\\f@snglldjsmg that old vertical antenna,
but now was renting a house and could put up some
dipoles. After being in Pittsburgh for a few years, we
anbought our first house. Now | could put up whatever
taantennas could fit. Nice!
S

WI1AW code practice, and studied the General license

manual. | had one chance to go to the Philadelphia H
office during Christmas school break to try to pass the te
Well, | failed the 13 WPM code test, but the examiner sg
| did well enough to confirm | knew 5 WPM.
to take the written exam and passed. Several weeks later

my new Technician license arrived with callsign WA3HGW.

| was back on the air, at least on 2 meters.

In those early days, | had lots of fun.

AM (no channel 2 TV in Philadelphia). | traded my unus

| proceeded

Céife has its way of interfering with plans, and about the
<t same time | bought the house, | started a new job in
idfield §ervice. The Aresulvt was [ trav,eled frequently, and
gKSY K2YS RARYQU KI
| always had a station on the air, but most of the time

'my activities were operating a few contests here and

there (usually Phone Sweepstakes) and 2 meter FM
from the car. | also did public service events, and still

| migrated to 6 meterhelp out for the Pittsburgh Marathon and Vintage

edGrand Prix.

Vibrokeyer to Phil, K3TUF, for a Model 15 Teletype ma-

chine and got on 6 meter AFSK RTTY. When 2 meter|
was starting up. | cobbled together an old GE PreProg

transceiver and an RCA Carfone receiver strip to make
setup which could operate the 146.34/146.76 Philadelphia

repeater and also the 146.94 national simplex channel.

A few more years went by, and it was off the air and off {o

college at Penn State. | actually did have a borrowed M
torola R33 two meter FM portable for one term at Penr
State, but there was little activity there and not a goo
shot to the repeater from my dorm room. After gradug

tion, along came a job and then marriage and little time

for radio. The desire was there, but little money an
rental housing pretty much ruled out radio.

After a couple of years to get on my feet financially, | w
able to get back on the air. Chuck was now working

Hewlett-Packard, and one of the engineers he worked wit

had a Heathkit SB01/SB303 combination for sale. Al
simple 40 meter vertical antenna worked for 40 and 1
meters. Now | had a real incentive to upgrade. | we

F,\'plhat field service job turned into 38 years at the com-
Enpany in various capacities, all involving travel. As | was
(,ftpproaching retirement, | could see that | would finally
have time to bring ham radio forward in my life again.

A few years back it became time for a license upgrade
to get those Extra class frequencies. | studied a lot and

lo-
4 Happily, | passed.

- Skyview reminded me a lot of the GRC back in my teen

years. A great bunch of hams with a clubhouse for all

d kinds of events, both operating and social. | had to
22AY dzLJ oA GK (GKAAa 3INPdzLI

AS | Jook forward to serving as your Secretary for 2018.

aty the way, Chuck, WA3CEJ, and | are still the best of

h friends.

5 Don Stewart- WA3HGW

nt

back to W1AW code practice and got my speed up, and

studied for the Advanced written test. When | felt |1 wg
ready, | went to the FCC office for the exam. This tim
passed the 13 WPM code test. That got me a Genera
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The Minnow and the Whale de Jody-k3JzD

- S - [g 1484 e Ham Ads Accepted

om

Have you bought some new equipment and need to
sell something to make some room in the shack?

First try the reatime K3MJW Yahoo Reflector |

If that does not work for you, or if you want to irf
clude pictures, you can advertise here.

This newsletter goes out to other clubs and is afso
available to anyone who wants to go to the welp
site to get it. So, you may reach a larger audierfce.

At least that was the way that way that DgrK3RLL saw Submitto : K3JZD AT ARRL DOT NET

it whenever he looked at this picture.

Normally the whale (my SKCC key) is myogkey. | had
just purchased and assembled the minnow (Americhn
Morse Equipment KKB key), with the idea of using i
during my portable park and SOTA operations.

Whenever the November 2017 SKCC WES rolled arognd,

| figured that | would start out with the minnow and usg¢ A|| U.S. states will join AT&T's first
it for a little while. | did not expect to last real long wit

it. But | needed to get the gap and spring tension set o responder network
where | was comfortable with it. Using it during the WS Dec. 28, 2017 Byrandy BetzSA News Editor

would give me ample opportunity to diddle with thosg  ATgT (NYSB:announceshat all 50 U.S. states will
two adjustments between QSOs. participate in FirstNet, its broadband network for

| found the minnow to be a surprising robust key. If | whs first responders.

looking somewhere else, it was easy to forget that it}s 1. company is building the network under a gov-
such a small key. Although compact, it has th.e good sqlid ornment contract totaling $6.5B over five years
feel of a much larger key. | have a heavy fist and | with successased payments. AT&T will also re-

pected to be chasing the minnow all over my desk. ceive 20 megahertz of wireless airwaves.
that was not the case. It is well balanced and remaips

right in place with only the four little stiekn bumper
pads that | stuck on the bottom of the base.

FirstNet News de SeekingAlpha

Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Is-
lands will also join.

| ended up using the minnow throughout the entire N@-
vember WES. Once | had the minnow dialed in, | wasjon ED :Looks like this is moving right along as far as
arollwith it. 131 QSOs. And many, many, many JQs.signing up the statas| have not seen anything re-

| never got tired while 1 was using it, so | never switchgd Cent|y that talks about any extending of the imp|e-
over to the whale. | definitely made a good investmef§t mentation dates.

whenever | purchased this key.

http://www.americanmorse.com/kk1l.htm
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22 THINZS YoU ¢AN PO
WITH AMATEUR RAPIO:

TECHNOLO&Y THAT'S AS cOO0L AS YOU WANT TO MAKE IT

EXFANP YOLUR WORLP

7. Talk around the world without the Internet
or cell phones. Use your own “Internet” when
the “other one” is down.

Z. Send your voice, text and pictures to unusual places,
both near and far.

. 3. Create your own network of ham radio friends and
ij > S send instant text messages without cell phones.
g
‘S_} <, Meet awesome people from all over the U.S. and

== around the world, on-the-air and in person at ham
- radio events.

EXPLORE AMATELR RAPIO

5. Talk through satellites or with astronauts on board
the International Space Station.

\ \ . Send messages in code—learn Morse code.

7. Be asignal sleuth, “Fox" hunt for hidden radio signals,
and with GPS—GeoFox!

8. Investigate the many new combined radio-Internet
communication techniques.

. Try anew sport—Radiosport: Compete-on-the-air
for awards and fun!

10, Send a message around the world using less
electricity than a nightlight.

Become a weather spotter and help your community
prepare for weather events.

Use Amateur Radio to control models, robots, or
even drones.

Support recovery efforts in emergencies.

Earn badges and patches through Scouting programs
and participate in worldwide radio events.

ARRL Znirevs ravio-
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Use your radio for community service! Provide
communications for a bike race or a marathon.

Track your friends, pets, or wildlife using your
ham radio.

Take ham radio along when you go hiking or
camping. You'll never be out of contact with
ham radio!

Collect weather and flight data by releasing
and tracking a high-altitude balloon.

Learn how radio is used to explore space.

SO BEYONP THE MENLU:
CREATE TECHNOLOsSY

Z&. Do ityourself, build and test your own gear.

Z1. Experiment with new software applications for radio,
or create your own.

ZZ. Learn the radio science that powers cell phones,
Bluetooth and all of the hottest wireless technologies.

FINP OUT WHAT OTHER YOUN& HAMS
ARE UP TO AT: WWW.ARRL.OR&/YOUTH

There are over 700,000 Amateur Radio (otherwise
known as “ham") operators in the United States
and 3 million worldwide. To get your Amateur Radio
License you'll need to take a 35-question, multiple
choice exam. Anyone—of any age—can be
on-the-air as an Amateur Radio operator!

APVENTURE |5 WAITING...
The national association for
AR R L AMATEUR RADIO®
225 Main Street » Newington, CT USA 06111
(860) 594-0200 - www.arrl.org
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